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Transparency and Dissimulation analyses the configurations of ancient
Neoplatonism in early modern English texts. In looking closely at poems
and prose writings by authors as diverse as Thomas Wyatt, Philip Sidney,
Edmund Spenser, John Donne, Edward Herbert, Andrew Marvell, Thomas
Traherne, Thomas Browne and, last not least, Aphra Behn, this study
attempts to map the outlines of a Neoplatonic aesthetics in literary practice
as well as to chart its transformative potential in the shifting contexts of
cultural turbulency and denominational conflict in 16th- and 17th-century
England. What emerges is a versatile poetics of excess and enigma that
shows surprising effects above all in the way it helps to resist the easy
answers – in religion, science, or the fashions of libertine love.
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