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Homecoming Queenz is a collaborative work between artist Oz Marinov and Elias
Wakeem, documenting an art performance captured entirely on smartphones at Lydd
Airport (now Ben Gurion International Airport). This piece captures their return from
abroad, dressed in full drag, as they navigate the public space of the airport.

This performance is a bold statement on visibility, identity, and the act of reclaiming
space, confronting societal norms and expectations head-on. The work challenges
conventional ideas of self-expression and public behavior by choosing to perform in
drag in such a prominent location. It highlights the complex and often hostile
environment created by the oppressive conditions in Israel, where individuals are treated
as subhuman based on their appearance and choices, such as how they dress. The
aggressive treatment they faced at the airport underscores the pervasive discrimination
and the regime's efforts to maintain a specific social order, including the phenomenon
of pink-washing, where LGBTQ+ rights are superficially promoted while masking the
ongoing oppression of marginalized communities and occupied land.

Video 11:15 | Shot by iPhone and Samsung | 2012
Languages: Arabic and Hebrew
Subtitles: English

Elias Wakeem is a genderqueer artist and activist, who mixes languages, changes characters and
plays different identities, using grotesque body forms that help them create a scene, which
challenges the boundaries existing in society.

They use in particular, installation and performance art events, that present the mixture of their
various characters and personas, while examining the reaction of the audience to their personal
story.

Whether in a gallery or outside it, Elias knows the limits and tries to re-arrange them. Either by
expanding them or by tightening them, in order to open up their audience and encourage them to
re-act or even act on their own. With the purpose of learning from the mutual experience each of
us have. For Elias, the term "Otherness," expresses enrichment and not alienation. From the other,
who is different, we can always learn something new. The other brings a new challenge, at the same
time they can actually provide support, resulting in a universal magical energy.

Madam Tayoush is the "Other" major character that Elias plays, and she is one magnificent drag
queen performer and entertainer, who is full of glam and life. She's here to bring joy and realness,
in front of her audience. She carries a message of empathy and love through self-fulfiiment and
artivism.
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