
Sommersemester 2009 

PD Dr. R. Isensee                                   
 

 

SE: The World According to Disney: Constructions of Cultural Difference in  

       American (Family-Oriented) Films 
 

 

16.04.09       Introduction: Thematic Outline, Courseware and Requirements 

 

                     ORIGINS OF AN AMERICAN (FILM) INSTITUTION 

23.04.09       Foundations of the Disney Corporation 

R. Schickel: Eine Maus kommt zur Welt, 82-112.  

 

30.04.09       The Commodification of Disney: 

                     The House of the Mouse, 1-5. [IS 1] 

                     K. M. Jackson: Walt Disney: Its Persuasive Products and Cultural Contexts, 1-4.  

                     [IS 2] 

 

                     THE CULTURAL IMPACT OF DISNEY AT HOME AND ABROAD 

  7.05.09       H. A. Giroux: Animating Youth: The Disnification of Children’s Culture, 1-14. 

                     J. G. O`Boyle: Be sure you’re right, then go ahead..., 1-16. [IS 3] 

                     M. Eisner: It’s a Small World..., 1-4. [IS 4] 

                     P. Johnson: Walt Disney and His Influence on the Mass Media, 1-3. [IS 5] 

                      

14.05.09       Disney, News, Politics and the Academy, 1-5. [IS 6] 

J. Baudrillard: Disneyworld Company, 1-3.  

H. A. Giroux: Disney; Southern Baptists, & Children’s Culture, 1-6. 

                     Global Film Industry: An Industrial Organization Approach, 1-15. [IS 7] 

 

21.05.09       Holiday! 

 

28.05.09       Introduction to Theoretical and Interpretative Frameworks:  

                     R. Barsam: Looking at Movies, 42-45; 316-328; 336-341 

 

                     READING DISNEY FILMS 

4.06.09         A. Bauck: This Mouse Roars. Disney and the Power of Children’s Enter- 

                                        tainment, 1-2. [IS 8] 

                     St. Mintz: Review of  “From Mouse to Mermaid: The Politics of Film, Gender  

                                       and Culture“, 1-2. [IS 9] 

               A. J. Spector: Disney Does Diversity: The Social Context of Racial-Ethnic  

                        Imagery, 39-49. 

                     K. Maio: Women, Race & Culture in Disney’s Movies, 1-5. [IS 10] 

 

                     REPRESENTATIONS OF CULTURAL DIFFERENCE AND THE MEANING  

                     OF AMERICANESS 

11.06.09       Gender and Individual Otherness:  

                     The Little Mermaid (1989) 

 

18.06.09       The Lion King (1994) 

A. R. Ward: The Lion King’s Mythic Narrative: Disney as Moral Educator,  



                     1-13. 

 

25.06.09       Tarzan (1999) 

 

  2.07.09       The Racial and Ethnic Other:  

                     Pocahontas (1995) 

                     G. Edgerton: Redesigning Pocahontas: Disney, the “White Man’s Indian“, and  

                                           the Marketing of Dreams, 1-13. 

 

  9.07.09       Class Difference: 

                     Aladdin (1992) 

                 

 16.07.09      Competing Versions of Constructing American Values in Animated Movies: 

                     Madagascar (2005) 

                     Concluding Discussion 
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